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GCN Functionality
• Automated distribution system for both machine-generated 

GCN Notices and human-generated GCN Circulars

• Standard communication tool in GRB missions for last ~30 

years

• GCN is committed to:

• Provide rapid collection and distribution of transients of all 

types (0.1 to 1 sec latencies),

• Adding any new distribution methods/formats that the 

community desires.


• For more info: https://gcn.gsfc.nasa.gov/



GCN Products
Machine-Generated Notice

Human-Generated Circular



GCN Properties

• Statistics:

• Distributed Notices to ~650 

“sites"

• Collects ~70 different Notice 

types from 7 different 
missions/projects


• Distributes Circulars to ~1100 
recipients



How to get involved?

• Recent Methods additions in the last few years:

• Has private subnet capability (eg. L-V in the O1 and O2 era, 

and sub-threshold in the O3 era; and AMON private and 
public types)


• Has 9 different VOEvent servers (plus the original central 
socket/email server).


• Always looking for:

• New customers, and

• New sources of Notices to distribute.  Eagerly look forward 

to incorporating whatever your Nanosats will produce


